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1 LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

2 Claims: 

3 Having thus described our invention, what we claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 

4 is as follows: 

5 1-9. (canceled) 

6 1 0. (currently amended) A method for accessing readers by means of a system according to claim 

7 4- comprising: 

8 

9 an I/O port for establishing connection between said system and readers: 

10 a program having the functionality to communicate with said readers via said I/O port; 

11 an operating syste m providing access of said program to said readers; 

12 characterized bv the farther components: 

13 a configuration tool for specifying access conditions of sa id program to said readers: 

14 a reader access laver component for determining the r eader to be accessed according to 

1 5 the access conditions specified bv said configuration tool, the method comprising the 

16 steps of: 

1 7 sending a request for using a reader from said program to reader access layer; 

1 8 calling up a reader access list by said reader access layer; 

Application/Control Number: 10/045,257 2/11 

PAGE 2/12 * RCVD AT 7/1 112005 3:41 :41 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:9149453281 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-36 



* JUL 11 '05 16:08 FR IBM 9149453281 TO 917038729306 P. 03 

DOCKET NUMBER: DE920000075US1 



1 canrying out a routine by said reader access layer by means of said reader access list with 

2 the following steps: 

3 identifying an available reader with highest priority; and 

4 returning result to said program. 

5 11. (currently amended) A method according to claim wherein said routine 

6 comprises the steps of: 

7 identifying a particular reader with the highest priority by using said reader access list; 

8 examining the availability of said particular reader, 

9 if said particular reader is not available, identifying a next reader with the next lower 

I o priority by using said reader access list and examining the availability of said next reader; 

II and 

1 2 repeating the steps of identifying and examining using a subsequent lower priority as long 

13 as an available particular reader is identified. 

14 12. (original) A method according to claim 1 0, wherein a newly added reader automatically 

1 5 receives the lowest priority in the reader access list. 

16 13. (original) A method according to claim 1 0, wherein programs having no assigned priorities in 

17 the reader access list receive a standard priority in said reader access list. 

18 14. (original) A method according to claim 10, including changing assigned priorities and 

1 9 standard priorities using the configuration tool. 
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1 15, (original) A method according to claim 1 0, wherein the priority (0) means that the reader is 

2 only available for programs with this reader selected. 

3 1 6. (currently amended) A computer program product stored on a computer-readable media 

4 containing software for performing the & method according to claim 10 for accessing 

5 readers bv means of a sy s tem geeOFdmg to claim-* comprising,: 

6 

7 an I/O port for establishing connection between said system and readers: 

8 a program having the functionality to communicate with said readers via said 1/Op.Qit; 

9 an operating system providing access of said program to said readers; 

10 characterized by the farther components: 

11 a configuration tool for specifying access conditions of said program to said readers: 

12 a reade r access layer component for determining the reader to be accessed according^ 

13 the access conditions specified bv said configuration tool, the method comprising the 

14 ftep? oft 

15 sending a request for using a reader from said program to reader access layer: 

16 calling up a reader access list by said reader access layer; 

17 carrying out a routine bv said reader access layer bv means of said reader access list with 

18 the following steps: 

19 identifying an available reader with highest priority: and 
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1 returning result to said urogram. 

2 17, (canceled) 

3 18. (currently amended) An article of manufacture comprising a computer usable medium 

4 having computer readable program code means embodied therein for causing accessing of 

5 readers, the computer readable program code means in said article of manufacture 

6 comprising computer readable program code means for causing a computer to effect the 

7 steps of ete im 10 a method for accessing readers bv means of a system aco ordinp to ctetm 

8 1 comprising; 

9 

10 an I/O port for establishing connection between said system and readers: 

11 a program having the functionality to communicate w ith said readers via said I/O port: 

12 an operating system p roviding access of said program to $aid readers; 

13 characterized by the further components: 

14 a configuration tool for specifyin g access conditions of said program to said readers; 

15 a reader access layer component for determ inin g the reader to b e accessed according to 

16 flie access conditions specified bv said configuration tool , the method comprising the 

17 stSES-Qfl 

18 sendin g a request for using a reader from said prQSt*m tQ reader access layer; 

19 calling up a reader access list bv said reader access laygn 

20 carrying out a routine bv said reader access layer bv means of said rea der access list with 

21 ttrefpHowjng steps: 
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1 identifying an available reader with highest priority: and 

2. reftffPiqg result tp ?aid program. 

3 19, A program storage device readable by machine, tangibly embodying a program of 

4 instructions executable by the machine to perform method steps for accessing of readers, 

5 said method steps comprising the steps of claim 10 a method for accessing readers bv 

6 means of a system a e eer dinp to claim 1 comprising: 

7 

8 an I/O port for establishing connection between said system and readers: 

9 a program having the functionality to communicate with said readers via said I/O port: 

10 an operating system providing access of said program to said readers; 

11 characterized bv the further components: 

12 a configuration tool for specifying access conditions of said program to said readers: 

13 a reader access laver component for determining the reader to be a ccessed according to 

14 the access conditions specified bv said configuration tool, the method comprising the 

15 steps of: 

16 sending a request for using a reader from said program to reader access laver. 

17 calling up a reader access list bv said reader access layer; 

18 carrying out a routine by said reader access laver bv mean s of said reader access list with 

19 the following steps: 
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1 identifying an available reader with highest priority: and 

2 returning result to said program . 

3 
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